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The Littltx Gatekeeper to the Balkans on the Oldest and Shortest Road to the East Only! Rose Frpin aXqng.Age f

of Subjection to Be-Aga-
in the Sport of Conquering Empires One of the Most Perilous Spots on the Map.

BYJAMESMOEQAH

. 3tr. Morgan tadar. taki Ma reader
ta the latest literal eeater la the war
and ane et the neat aerileas spots ea
the .Map, where Serbia, the Blacky lit-

tle gatekeeper at the Balkans, la fnl-nitl-

again her hard deatlny e
trark down aad verrnn hy great

Tawera saarrhlasf alms the aldest aad
ahereat read betweea Kareae aad Aala
Minor. There aae at the trajredlea of
hlstary la helntT eaacted aaenr aader
ear ere.

A Mother article will be pabllahed
next Saaday la thla aerlea at aketcaca
of the Balkan Nation.

Why should poor Serbia have become
the storm center In the Balkans? Why-di-

the eagles of the Teutonic Empires
swoop down upon herT Not merely
because a Serb assassinated the Aus-

trian Crown Prince. Why did the
of the Entente drop every-

thing else to go to her rescue. Not
merely as the chivalrous protectors of
little Nations.

Serbia's destiny Is written in her
geography. Nations no less than men
are the creatures and the creations of
their environment.

England and Japan were made by
their tight little Islands, and France
and Italy by their Alpine barriers.
Spain is what she is because of the
Pyrenees. Holland was made by her
dykes. Russia by her remote and
boundless plains, and America by her
continent. Not the Turk but Constan-
tinople is the maker of Turkey And
Serbia owes all her troubles today,
owes a thousand years of trouble, to
her unfortunate position on the map.

The Gates of Two World.
The Balkan Peninsula Is the causeway,

t tongue of land uniting two worlds. At
the ton of it the Alpine purs of Bosnia
and the Carpathian Mountains of Tran-
sylvania draw together and leave only a
cap into Serbia. At the bottom of the
peninsula the seas close In upon It about
Constantinople. leaing a mere bridge
head for a passage over into the Orient.

Serbia and Constantinople thus are the
double gates between east and west, and
all the empires in the past have struggled.
ien a3 the empires now are struggling.
to seize and hold one or both of thenu
The Kaisers are marching through Serbia
today along the very highways construct-
ed by the Caesars between those gates,
and their imperial foes are trying to stop
their advance along that old Roman road
to world dominion, the shortest land
route from Europe to Afaia Minor.

In the twilight of the Roman empire,
larbarian hordes burt through the upper
gate and blocked the traffic. Thereupon
a monarch of the eastern empire at Con-
stantinople, looking for a new and vlsor- -
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cate keeoer to clear road, imited family. He dismembered her and dls- -
the

n mountain tribe of the SlaMc fam- - tperscd her until at but being first to lift
to down out of their Carpathian poor peasants were left In land, ard In the In ISM

wilds and tend On lnito- - seventh year for he she opened struggle for the n.

the Serbs 1.3i) ears ago snatched all Serbian their par-- covery her long-lo-

In the alley of the River, rrom enis ana carried off captivity, which has lasted than century,
which armies where he made them over Into Moslems which ne er has been more desperate
lately driven and trained them to be his than Although by ISM she won

For centuries tbey guarded the road
against the Magyar?, Tartars, the
Bulgars and other new-- coming barbar-
ians. Meanwhile the gatetenders adopt-
ed Christianity, organized themselves
into a kingdom and finally struck against
their aging feeble emp!oer at Con-
stantinople, who called upon the Bulgars
and to help put down
the strike

When ' an Empire.
that Balkan war of 130 the strikers

gathered at Nish. where the road forks,
one branch running straight on to Con
stantinople, thro'gh Bulgaria, and the
other down through Macedonia to Sal-oni-

on tho Aegean Sea. Hastily
by the upper road Serbs

caught Bulgars before Human
ians or the Imperial array could
to their support. one b.ow they

Bulgaria and shattered the

All the Balkan-- ; and Consantlnople as
well now seemed to lay at the mercy of
the victorious Serbians. At once they
set forth on path of conciest. under
the leaderohip of their 22- - ear-ol-d mon-
arch. Stephen Dushan. the most Illus-
trious nah-- e on Serbia's page of history.
Hurling back tho ever-restle- ss Magyars
of Hungary in the North and chasing
the Albanian raiders into the deep re-

cesses of their mountains, Dushan pro-
claimed himself King of the Albanians
as well as of tho Serbs. At the same
time, he converted Bulgaria Into a mere

and, marching through
he carried the frontier of his

kingdom into Thessaly and Thrace.
At a splendid coronation in Uskub the

conqueror put on an Imperial crown,
proclaiming himself emperor of the Ser-
bians and Rumanians, of tho Bulgars
and the Albanians. Virtually all the
Balkans were gathered beneath the Ser
bian imperial rule, and the emperor
marked out Constantinople for conquest.
He to hold the lower as well as
the upper gate to the old road.

But Constantinople has been the
of many ambitious warriors.

Only twice has a conqueror succeeded
in its stubborn walls in all the
J.500 years and more since they were
reared by Constantino the Great.
when Dushan was almost in sight of
St. Sofia, death suddenly and

arrested his triumphant advance.
The mall of Serbia.

The high tide of the Serbian .empire
broke and ebbedr The Turk Instead be-

came the keeper of the Constantinople
gale, and bis Irresistible press-
ed northward to seize the opposite gate.
Thus Serbia found herself not the con
queror of the East, but the defender of
the West.

As the Mohammedans forced their way
up the Balkan peninsula, Serbia a moun-
tain pass became the outpost of Chris
tendom, with the Serbs valiantly up-
holding the. against the crescent
until overwhelmed Kossovo In ISO.
After COD years have passed the Serbian
bards still chant, probably are chanting
in the camps of the Serbs to-
day, their story of the -- great battle
fought on Kosaoro'a "field of black-
birds." where the Turkish horses stood
haunch to haunch, head to talL and "nota drop of rain could. fall to the earth
between them." plain,' they tell us.
was transformed by the enemy's ban-
ners into a garden
bright tnllps. and over it gleamed a
sheet of flame woven by Turklsh-lanc- es

quivering In the. June sun.
Aa the Serbian empire fell, with all

the flower of Serbia's heroes lying- about
it in heaps of slain, a terrible revenge
was taken on the Stealing up to
the Turkish a Serb killed him In
the door of bis .tent. Whereupon the
Turks est 'off thehead of tha captured

' " J J I 1 i i a ."f'.uu i' 1 .i.'l.ii ininaiMiiiMi asnn - nt--
.,. ,,

TsssssV
-- - r

s?

' W'f aHtaBn 'flS V

JlAjJAjKKrVtJaBBBBBBBBaBaBBBBBBBBBBBBB V f fi ffaBB'

rj'VS."W iM3l f "VXT
UXC?-aayP- ' L

" .

J bbbbv a dBVBJBVa W

I aBBBBBaBBVai taBBBBBBll
' J i "

mZ dBK' BBLBBat BBbI BSBY aJ7 BbW I faaHlBM
aBaaBBW aPaaP' - I

BBbT 'BffBBBffBBBBBBBV BbV bbV V.
V f

Attn sw

of Serbia before the
eye3 of the dying Sultan.

For Serbia was under
the heel of the and for live ccif- -

turies she in a state of
giving the Sultan more trouble than
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word as cousin In their all The are no less than
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among whom, of course, there can be no I fore the wars, the area of their

Hernia, offers an un- - was but 1S.0X) square miles, and
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it. of the effect on the race of I of for the support of
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But when the Serbians locked up and
down the old road, they were always
fearful that they might see the outriders
of another conqueror coming to wrest
from them their gate and their Inde
pendence. Indeed a more perilous place
for a small nation could not be found
on the map than that which the ancient
Serbians accepted when they settled In
the alley of tho Morava.

For In an age of force and Imperialism.
Serbia occupies a military and commer-
cial vantage point which none but a
strong hand can hold. Yet niggard na
ture has denied her the soil to nourish
and raise a great Nation powerful
enough to guard the gate against cove-
tous Empires.

To strengthen herself she entered the
Balkan wars, and her sains In Mace
donia almost doubled her territory and
population.- - But her conquests aroused
such furious Jealousies and added so

7?X

heavily to ner military obligations that
her net profit from the transaction is
small indeed.

Besides Austria had thwarted her chief
ambition, which wa for a Krt. With
Austria-Hungar- y lying between her and
Kurope. with Greece. Albania. Monte-
negro or Bulgaria between her and the
shore, the cannot ship a pig to market
except by leave of some other, country- -

What Serbia wanted most of all was
a seaport. But what she wanted above
all was to draw together the subjugated
herbs and Serbo-Cro- outside her
frontiers and become the central power
In a Utile world of kindred peoples, who
would help her to guard the gate.

The Southern Slavs.
There are In all about 10.0W.OOO of these

Southern Slavs or Jugoslavs, whom Ser-
bia calls Serbs, bur whom the world in
general terms Scrbo-Croat- s. The only
surviving nations among them are Ser

Saess

bia and Montenegro, and a majority of
the berbo-croa-ts are In subjection to
Austria-Hungar- y. They form the great
bulk of the more than I.S0C009 popula-
tion Just over tho Austrian border In

a, of the more than
500,000 Inhabitants of Daltnatla and

And there arc nearly S0O.0CO more
In nungary across tho Danube from Ser-
bU.

AH those peoples are of the Southern
branch of tho Slav family and their
varying dialects are based on the Ser-
bian language. But there is one serious
difference between them. . They are
united in race, but are divided In re-
ligion.

Men may take their speech from their
race, but generally they take their creed
from tho rivers by which they chance
to dwelL This is one of the curiosities
of history. The waters of Serbia and of
the Serbian counties in Hungary by the i

nut, vuBiMKru. aim, uiereiore.
most of tho people are of the Eastern
Church. On the other hand, the cur-
rents of Dalmatia. Croatia and Slavonla
run toward Rome. Wherefore the dwell
ers on their banks are almost solidly
Roman Catholics.

And the oil and water of Greek and
Latin churches do not mix. The chasm
U hardly wider between Christian and
Moslem in Bosnia, where a third of the
Slavs were converted by tho scimitar
of Islam and are as true to the prophet
as any Arab or Turk.

The Two Pan.
Nevertheless, as Serbia, rose she re

solved to lift up all those fallen nations
of her race. The Serbians are both poli-
ticians and historians. No one among
them permits himself ever to forget that
there la a Serbian Kin? while the Ham- -
burgs were yet In their native
hawks nests amid the Swiss mountains
arwL-th- at thero was a Serb Empire be- -
rore there was an Austrian.

The first object of the Serbians was
to rescue the Slavs nearest them in Bos

which-- still was nomi-
nally a Turkish province and which Aus-
tria occupied only on a lease issued by the
Berlin Congress. At once there was a
head-o- n collision between the Pan-Ser- b

movement and a movement
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KtHHTt.. JrJZtf&ERVJCE..Jlpictnre shows some of the Austria Skoda pins of 305 cenlimrterc-Iuw- .. being moved along the road to Wolhynien, Russia, in the Austrian advance.

which Austria had started en bar own ao
count.

The Austrlans boldly met the m
by formally annexing the disputed prov
ince, and. as they annexed It. Count sy

confidently declared to Lord Salis-
bury In London, "We hare our feat on
the head of the serpent. But they bad
only scotched the snake; they had not
ruuea it.

Everything Serbian waa suppressed la
the annexed province, even the folksong jof the race. Ihit open agitation only fled
to cover In a dark conspiracy. Finally
tbU flamed out a year ago last Juno a
the assassination of Crown Prince FerJ
nand at Serajevo. the capital of

and next in the condagra- -
tion of the great war which now envelops
Europe. The fat of the two pans Pan-Germ-an

and Pan-Sla- v waa In tho firs.
An Empire of Fallen Nations.

No matter where you look, you unfaiTw
ingly find fallen nations at the bottom ol
all the trouble. Some men were discuss.
Ing railway accidents and they arrived at
the conclusion that SO ner cent of tha
casualties occurred in the rear car.
"Leavo it off." said one of them, quick
to see the remedy.

Since tho fallen nations of Austria
Hungary are at the bottom of this war,
the obvious remedy is to restore them th
their Independence. But there would bo'1
little left of Austria-Hungar- y, for It lay
an empire of fallen nations. ' ,

On every hand the aged Emperor Teas
Deen conironted and threatened through-
out his long reign by a movement ta
snatch those Jewels from his crown and
restore them to their original, not to eay
rightful, owners. The Irrideutlsts tha re
deemersbeset him on all sides. And sea
what they have already taken from him
since ho ascended the throne. The Prus
sian lrridentlsts. his allies of today,
stripped him of the ovcrlordship of Ger-
many, which Austria had claimed for
hundreds of years. On the other hand.
Italia Irridcnta recaptured Lombardy anj
Vcnctia.

Naturally he looked about to sec where
he might recoup himself for those heavy
loses. In the west he saw united Ger-
many. In the south, united Italy. In the
North, the Russian Bear. In the east
nione he saw a chance and to the cut
he turned his face. His ancestors had
boasted themselves tho legatees of tha
Roman empire. Now the Hapsburgs
should become the heirs of the Sick Man
of Constantinople.

The Open. Grave.
Francis Joseph took his first East-

ward step when he claimed and re
ceived rrom the Berlin Congress tha
rnntrnt nf Ttnvntfi.T1 TTf.
next logical step would take through' J
me upper gate on the old road to Empire.
And only little Serbia stood in the war.

But when the Austrian Empire first
entered upon this new departure and oc
cupied BosnlM.ITerwtrnv4n-i- i rMn.u' Gortschakoff. the Russian Ambassador
at "Berlin, grimly remarked "The tombor Austria Is in tho Balkans." That
prophecy still runs. For there is yet
chance that the Austrian Empire may
fall Into the grave It dug for Serbia.

ine tignt Is not finished. A people who
for 500 j ears survived the exterminating
Turk cannot be crushed In a season.
swept from the road, they still have
nature's Impregnable forts for their
refuge. Those mountains of Serbia aro
a weakness in her offense, but they be--

tior in a 1.,. .l..tn,
A..., 1. C.. I I... .1 . ,4...l- -...uu (.(its wi (j tiia iiwi. (wi iiii((c utaua
of the West to die In bed.

The Stork. In a strangely prophetic
spirit, anticipated the struggle and pro-
vided for It by bringing more bovs than
girls to the threatened Nation. The birth
law of the world was reversed for Serbia.
ana wnen me storm oursi upon ner sae i

dml 1 lYlO men tn SOD women. i" - w 7 . . I
Alrtndy the Serbs have done more than 1

ineir Dare wiin me veteran armies- ox.
powerful military Empires In front 4a
them and the revengeful Bulgars be-

hind them, they held up the Teutonic
drive for weeks, while cleverly-eludin- g

the traps set ror their feet, it Serbia's
bis. stupid allies will only do their part
and profit by her terrible sacrlflces. the
Balkan campaign of the Austro-Ger-rac-

will fall of its main purpose per-
manent control of the old road to the
East.
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